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At the reception of Mr, Peabody's remuins on ship-
bonrd, the Minister of the United States wade a spoech
in whiol be alluded to the naval honors 1o be paid by his
Govermment, Messts, Hogo aod Loovis Blane have
written eulocles of Mr. Peabody. -——= The opening
speech of the FKEwperor of Ausiria autnouuces
fmportant econcesalons, and promises that *ovim:tal
autonomy will be respected as loug as it is compatible
with the unity of his empire. His relations with Earope
are exccllent. Count I Eu's army bave taken sev-
eral strongholds of the Puraguayans, among themn Qura-
Eusty, with nearly 400 prisoners, The Commitives
at the Homan Councll will eomprise in all 86 members, to
be appoiuted by vote. == The Duke of Saldanha has
rebelled in Portugal === The Burllngawe treaty with
England has been ratified by China, === Preparations
for the departure of the Spanish guuboals are actively
maklog.
1u the Senate, yesterday, bills were reported to perfect
the reconstruction of Georgla; to fund the maturing
debt of the United Btates; and for defluing the powers
of the Supreme Court in certaln cases, Mr. Drake of Mis-
sourt making & long argument in its support; & resolu-
tion to prevent the departure of the Epanish gunboats
wis lmd on the table, but will be called up to-
mortow. == In the Houss a resolutton was adopted
for the sppolntment of a special committes to Investigate
the causes of the extraordinary fluctoations in gold in
this olty o September lust; resoluilous were introduced
for taxing United Btates bonds, and for the immediate
reaumuption of specle payments, but, debates arislog, they
went over; three propositions for the admission of Vir-
gl were introduced, and referred to the Heconstrue-
tion Committee; o resolution was adopted for an adjourn
ent of both Houses from December 93 to January 6.
The result of the electivn for Governor in Texas s sald
to be doubtful, but the rewainder of the Republicnn
ticket is elected, ==== Mayor Shortle/l has boen reiflect-
ed In Boston, ==== An Asslstant Assessor of Interns
Revenoe has been murdered in Jackson, Florida, =——
locomotive exploded uear Columbus, Oblo, serioualy in-
Juring three persons, === Gov. Campbell of Wyoming
Territory bas approved the Woman Suffrage LIl and it
s mow & law. = After four years’ Iitigation, the How-
1and will case is about to be seftled. == Beveral mur-
ders bave tuken place near Btockton, Cal. === Exten-
sive fires have occurred in Ciocinnatl and Buffalo.
Willlam Dickey is on trial at Hackensack, N. J., for the
murder of Thowas Caboun, whom he suspected of im-
proper conduet with lis wife, =—= Yorkville Police
Court has been robbed of various weupons taken from
oriminale, s=== A swindle of bulf o willlon dollars
apon Wallat. s roported. === In the reeent deatbs
by fire in Furmwauo-st, Brooklyn, the jury oons
sure the RBoard of Health and  the  Fire
Department. Two policemon are under trial on &
charge of robblug & countryman. Wm. Hardinge,
# bruokeman, was instantly killed last night on the New:
dersoy road In Jersey City, === Gold, 123, 122}, 1334
Temperature, 38, 41, 41, 35,

Gen. Garfleld is doing his best to crowd the
Census bill throngh, but the disposition in the
House to talk seems clironic and ineradicable,
We present in other columns a careful exhibit
of the present condition of the bill, with its
various leading provisions.

Mr. Peabody’s character, as the Cable assures
as, has found new eulogists in MM, Victor Hugo
snd Louis Blave—and no wonder. Mr. Pea-
body's benevolence was not of a theatrieal
kind ; and though it was Lis fortune to behold
kis ova mouwwment while lyiug, Lis churities
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were without the apirit of ostentation. e
Loped his example would influence the world
after bis death, as it surely will; he thanked
God, as he onee said in answer to a friend,
that be had been cnabled to do what he had
done, aud in all the honors paid to him he secms
(o have maintained that simplicity which keeps
the world's worthies unspoiled by its loud
flatterics.

We are to have a Congressional investigation
of the Gold conspiracy in Wall-st, 1f thor-
onglily made, this might reveal some interest-
ing faets; but we have a well-founded fear
that Coneressional investigations of this sort
eannot often bo expeeted to amount to mueh.

Latest returns from Texas indicate the elee-
tion of a Conservative majority in the Legis-
lature. On Governor it is impossible to decide,
as there are forty connties to be heard from,
Both sides ¢lyim to be vietorious, The Legis-
lature chosen is in favor of the Fifteenth Amend-
ment.

Senator Wilson's bill to regulate the impor-
tation of Coolies seems to us to sock excellent
vesults through insuflicient or unsatisfactory
weans,  We doubt  especially  whether the
clanse forbidding contracts at less than cus-
tomary rates for the same kind of labor in the
most favored parts of the United States, would
be found practicable,

Dr. Shurtleft bas been reblected Mayor of
Boston, and prefty nearly all the City Couneil
are Republicans. The Demoerats got out 4,197
voles, to 11,203 Republieans; Temperance gol
212 and Labor Reform 197, It looks some-
whist as if Boston was inclived to straight Re-
publicanism; at least her volers know when
they have got a good oflicer, and mean to
Leep him,

Senator Drake's speech in favor of his bill
denying the right of the Sapreme Court to
deelare n law of Congress unconstitutional,
will attract wide attention. Whatever Mr.
Diake says is sure to be said strongly and
well, aud to this extent, at least, his remarks
will meet with general approval.  For the rest,
it need only now be said that he raises very
srave questions, which Lis speech cannot yet
bes accepted as settling.

Onee more we have a bill to abolish the
franking privilege. We are not hopeful of its
pussage; and yet, if the men who are to pass
upon it weie not absolutely the only men in
the United States not to be benefited by its
passage, we should have no donbt whatever in
the premises. This is a hard saying. Nothing
more disgraceful could be attributed to Con-
gress, vet no other intelligible reason can be
assigued for its probable action.

The terrible case of tire-death in Brooklyn
lias passed before a Coroner's Jury, who think
the fire was incendinry ; that the suffering
parties were inuocent; that the buildings were
dangerons places of  residence, uot having
proper means of eseape; that the Board of
Health is censurable for not compelling the
crection of fire escapes; that the lessees nre
eensnrable for allowing familics to live in such
dangerons quarters, and that the Five Depart-
ment of Brooklyn is mot equal to the daty
iposed,

Senator Carpenter yesterday snbmitted areso-
Tution that the thirty gunboats ought not to bs
allowed to leave the United States during the
comtinuanee of the Cuaban rebellion, Mr. Car-
penter did not support his proposition by argu-
ment, or discuss neutrality, or state unider what
circnmstances the ganboats were released. e
merely announced the hearty and almost vehie-
ment wish of nine-tenths of the American peo-
ple. That people now asks whether, at worst,
the gnnboats are to be surrendered without an
equivalent ! Are they the price we hiave to pay
for Cuban recognition ¥

Sherift O'Brien’s brother “ Larry ™ has just
bheen eliosen Alderman for the Fifth-ave, Dis-
triet (Fourteeuth to Forty-seeond-st. and Madi-
son to Sixth-ave). The Fifthi-ave, has just
been paved with a nasty mess of tar and
gravel that would disgrace a corduroy road in
the Black Swamp. But it has been down
nearly three months, and it is high time for
another job; so the Common Council are push-
ing through a bill to have Fifth-ave, paved
with some other sort of expensive stufl, which
will be duly done, and the city will be maule
to pay the swindle. How do the Murray Hill
and Madison-square people like their repre-
sentative T

The eonduct in relation to the gunboats of
Mr. Freyre, the Peruvian Minister—who up to
a late date has been on intimate terms with
the Coban Junta—is said to Lave been dictated
from Lima at the instance of the Spanish envoy
there. President Balta's constaut annoyance
from conspirators would have helped the en-
voy's ease, were it not that he hae a sharp way
of getting rid of them, and can maintain him-
self without yielding to Spain. The nature of
the representations made him by that country
are to beimagined, The counection suggested
to the Cuban mind between the thirty gun-
boats and the thirty pieces of silver will not
now be dwelt upon,

The one fatal oljection to Senator Corbet's
self-funding bill is that it proposes to postpone
any reduction of the interest on our public
debt for three years, Long before those three
years shall have elapsed, we hope to see a large
part of tho present debt drawing ouly
44 per cent interest, and we believe it
is in the power of the Government
to sccure this result, In other respects the bill
is at least ingenious. It violates, however, a
principle which has been steadily kept in view
thus far in the management of the warious
loans of the Government. It makes a long
loan (55 years), and‘secures no arrangement
wherehy the Government can redeem any part
of it before the expiration of that time,

Wall-st. Las been quite tame sinee the great
gold cornering operation, but yesterday stagna-
tion was stirred slightly. Our report states
that “an unprincipled operator” (“unprin-
“cipled” in Wall-st, is good) has fleeced the
street to  the amount of hall a million.
The story is very simple, and equally
old. A dashing adventurer sets up business
as & broker ; he buys £1,000 bonds of wvarious
kinds and changes them to £10,000; abuses
the regular bosiness men, gathers up what
moncy be ecan, and leaves. Half-a-dozen
smart houses are swindled as easily as Jona-
than Green is taken in by Mr. Thimblerig
at the race-conrge. Such are business shrewd-
ness and professional sharpness in Wall-st.

We eall the ou;ru&éé_l -au:el_::i:n of all who
take an interest in pnblic affairs, to the sug-
gestions of Uastom-House Reform prepared

by Gew. Meitt, Noaval Officer at this port, at

the request of the Mouse Committee of Ways-
and Means. Gen, Merritt proposes the aboli-
tion or radical reform of our present “_'nro
housing system, whereby the Treasury is 8o
heavily depleted to pay regiments of officers
otherwise useless, and which opens wany doors
to boundless eorruption, fraud and demoral-
ization. He would also abolish or greatly
limit Drawbacks on goods imported and then
exported; and he would encourage American
ghip-building by a bounty on vessels built at
our own ports, whether of foreign or domestic
materials, instead of buying ships ready maide
in Europe or admitting foreign materials free
of duty, All these suggestions are judictons
and timely, and we commend them to the fa-

vor of Congress.

The City Canyasscrs are overwhelmed with
protests, Their doors are thronged by men
who liold proof that outrageous frands have
been perpetrated in recording the vote on the
night of election. Tammany boasted safely
when she said, * Let us have the canvassers,
“and it will be all right,” Warned by the
Brooklyn digclosures, they do not serateh,
rewrite, or alter figures: they have
the work properly done at once. For instance,
Smith lacks 500 votes; he must be elected;
the poll clerk at District 47 in the Twenty-
fifth Ward will hear the vote called—Smith,
100; Brown, 200; he must transpose these; the
alteration  will not be discovered for
a fortnight, and then we can  swear
it throngh, This mode of false en-
tries did  very  well  for  Republican
contestants; but those innocent darlings are
out of the field, and the sweet-seented Demoe-
rney have it all to themselves.  *Set a thief,”

&> We hope they will have a good time.
“ When rogues fall out,” &e.  We wish them
Joy.

King Vietor, having escaped death, has ealled
(ten, Cinldini to form a new ministry, which
we take to be a sign of his proper concern re-
specting the life and health of Ttaly. What
seores of ministers, and what number of minis-
trics have had an ephemeral existence in Flor-
ence, we ennnot undertake to say; the Protean
changes of Cabinets in that quarter will bear
comparison with those of more dissipated Ladin
nationalities, Tt was high time that the King
shonld take notice of theseandals committed by
the Menabrea-Digny Ministry by removing
its  heads from the front of  af-
fairs.  Their dismissal follows upon the
bribery aud corruption of the tobacco monop-
oly, the denunciation of the bribed and cor-
rupt members by Major Lobbia, and, at last,
upon the amazing conviction of this gentle-
man for simulated erime, he having been
charged with shooting himsell in order to
make it appear that emissaries of the Govern-
ment wished to assassinate him.  The Italian
Parliament has so far taken the part of its
member, Lobbia, that it has resolved not to
concede to the judicial authorities permission
to excente tho sentence ngainst him until it
has examined and approved their procecdiogs.

NELPING THE I'OOR.

The laws of onr country most wisely and
vighteously make the Public Lauds fiee to
actunl settlers. Under these laws, any citizen,
male or female, may settle upon any quarter
section (160 aeres) of the National Domain,
and, by simply living on it five years andd pay-
jng less than 220 for the necessary pupers,
beeome the owner of that homestead. And
there are still millions on willions of acres ol
good lands open to such preémption and set-
tlement, unot in  one  section  ouly, lmt
throughout three-fourths of the area of the
Republie.  And the rapid construction and gen-
eral diffusion of Railroads has alrendy bronght
Colorado  practically nearer to New-England
thian Western New-York was fifty years ago,
Never did the poor man have such magniti-
cent provision made for lus primary want—a
home—by any other government as is proftered
him by ours to-day.

Aud now Mr. A. W. Powell, speaking in the
Colored Labor Convention at Washington, pro-
pounds it as his opinion, “after talking with
“ Jeading public men, that Congress conld be
“ induced to put into the hands of a Commis-
“ gion a considerable amonnt of moncy, to be
“Joaned withont interest in aid of those indi-
“ viduals or associations of landless poor in the
“8outh who might need aid sueh as that.”

Now, we have not talked with * lead-
“ing public men™ on this subject; bnt
wo Dbave held some intercourse  with

common folks, and they are utterly op-
posed to this pnuperizing scheme. God made
the land for the use of mankind, and it is
simple equity (not alms-giving) to allot every
Jandless man w picce of it. But voting money
out of the Treasury “to be loanad without in-
“terest” to such a8 need it—not one in ten of
whom would ever repay it—is a horse of a
very different color, It will not be done, for
it would never answer. He who wants 100
loaned lim “ without interest” to enable him
to settle on a quarter-section freely given him
will want $100 more next year, and $100 more
the year after, and the more he gets the poorer
and more helpless he will become.  We have
no money it the Treasury that can be spared
for such a purpose, and never shall have, If
the Southern poor, White or Black, are ever
to emerge from their poverty, it will be throngh
the enltivation of manly self-reliance and a
spirit that asks help of no man and no treas-
ury. To lend them money ** without interest”
from the Treasury is to render them helpless
and dependent evermore, Detter tell them at
once, “Take freely any quarter-section of
“Public Land yon find unclaimed and make n
“home of it; but expect nothing more. * Root,
“log! or die!"”

Chief-Justice Chase's opinion afioming the
legality of the tax on State Danks is well eal-
culated toanswer any doubt raised in the case of
the Veazie Bank of Maine. It moreover scoma
tous as comprehensive as it is masterly and
direct. The objections brought before the
Chief-Justice were, first, that the disputed tax
is a direet tax, not apportioned among the
States  eonformably to  the Constitution ;
second, that the act imposing the tax in-
vides o franchise granted by the State.
To mect these propositions Mr, Chase cites the
Listory of the varions enactments of bank-note
taxation since 1862, searchies the opinions of
the founders of the Coustitotion, reviews the
national usnges of taxation since the formation
of the Republic, and refers to a ease in 1706
wherein it was decided by the Supreme Court
that the tax then on carriages was not a direet
tax, requiring apportionment, and it further
appeared from the opinion of Justice Patterson
that the direet taxes mentioned in the Consti-
tution comprehended only eapitation faxes,
taxes on Iand, and perhaps on personal prop-
erty,  Hence, the Chief-Justice procecds to
argue, the power to tax without apportionment
extends to all other oljeets, and sueh taxation
is ineluded under the heads of taxes not direet,

dutics, imports, aud excises, to be laid aud col-

leeted with eonstitutional uniformity. The tax
on bank. eireulation he classez under head of
duties, a8 not, in the sense of the Constitution,
o direet tax—ns, in fact, similar to the
tax on incomes of insurance companies, al-
ready decided not to be a direet tax. On the
second ohjection e concludes that franchises
granted by a State are not necessarily ex-
empted from taxation unless they give effeet
to some reserved State powers; for they are
as properly objects of taxation as auy other

property.
THE TELEGRAPHIC CIRCUIT OF THE
G LOBE.

We have had a number of Cable dispatches
within the last few days, from which we may
derive assurance that before a very greit
while wo will be in telegraphic communication
with China and Japan, as well as the East
Indies and other parts of the Oriental world.
Our readers are aware that the Great Eustern
is at this time engaged in the work of laying
a cable along the bed of the Arabian Sea and
the Red Sea, between Bombay and Suez, a
distanes which will require a cable line of the
length of 4,000 statute miles, or as great a
length as the cable between Franee and this
country, This line, in connection with the
Alexandria and Malta line, already in exist-
ence, vill bring India into immediate com-
municaion  with Eunrope—while we m this
country will also, of course, be able to receive
our dady dispatches of East India affairs.

Alrealy preparations have been made for the
extensisn of this line to Chinan. We had a
London dispateh last week announcing the
formation of a company there to lay a sub-
marine eable between Bombay and Hong Kong,
and we know that this is but the earrying out
of & project for which preparations were made
gome time ago. There is now no dillienlty
about obtaining eapital for ecable companies in
London; and the English facilities for cable-
miking and cable-laying have become so great
that we may reasonably expeet to see the
Bombay and Hong Kong line i full operation
before the close of the coming year, When,
by this means, London is enabled to hold daily
communication with the Chinese Empire, New-
Yok will of eonrse enjoy the same privilege;
and Koopmanschap in San Franeisco will be
abie to telegeaph to China for emigrauts, not
in & westerly direction, as ought to be the coase,
but by long easterly lines of wires anid eables,
via New-York, London, Malta, Suez, and
Bombay to Hong Kong. The English have
undoubtedly got the start of us, as well as of
the rest of the world, in this matter of tele-
graphic communication with China and  the
comtries of the Orient; and the English will
undoubtedly derive the greater part of the ad-
vantages from the connection thus eatablished,
Bus we do not propose to worry over the mat-
ter. We onrselves will use the lines as much
as we may need them in the meantime; and
we are quite sure, in thne, to have onr vwn
cables neross the Pacifie, a8 the precursors of
a commerce certain yet to aitain stupendous
]1lnpurlinn§.

We have, moreaver, had the assurance, within
the last few davs, of the establishwent of
another eable line in another partof the world,
that may also bring s into telegraphic commun:-
cation with the Chimese Empite,  Our st Ueters-
burg dispateh of Weilnesday last annonneed
that the Czar of Knssia had granted the author-
ization to o company to lay a submarine cable
eonnecting some point on the coast of Asiatie
Russia with China and Japau—touching the
Clinese territory, we suppose, at Shangha,
whenee ecouncetions with  the other Chinese
ports will be formed by the hines of the Ameri-
can Company which bas alrewdy received the
neeessiry concessions from the Pekin Govern-
ment, This Russo-Clinese eable will connect
with St. Petersburg by the great overland Rus-
stng lines (not yet completedy, and it will be
quite possibile for us to establish a conneetion
between it anid our American telegraph system.
We are now engnged in extending our wines
in o northerly direction along the Pactiic Copst,
and there is not the slightest doubt that they
wil advance till they have streteln d neross
Beitish Columbia and reachied Alaska.  From
our telegraph stations there, it will not be a
very difieult matter to lay a cable across the
straits which separate our territory from that
of Asintic Russin, thus forming a conneetion
with the Russo-Clinese line, aud establishing
telegraphic communication round the globe.

To observe that this will be the case when
tae projects now being proseented are com-
tleted, let us commence ot any point of the
drele Say we begin at New-York, from
which we may move in either direction; but
ket us pass  westwandly to San Franciseo,
porthvardly to Alaska, across Beliring's Straits
fo the Russo-Asiatic eable, which carries us to
Chinn; thence to Bombay by the projected
English hine; from there to Sucz, Malta and
Londem, and onward to our point of departure
at New-York by the Atlantic Cable. Or sup-
pose we take another point at the opposite
side of the world=let it be Hong Kong, for
exanple, The merchant or  correspondent
there can telegraph to New-York by two lines
runniig in opposite directions.  IHe can seml
his dspatch to us by way of Bombay, Suez,
Londm and the Atlantiec Cable; or he ean
send t to us by way of the Russo-Asiatic
line, Alaska, San Francisco and the overland
wires  We trust that this Russo-Asiatie line, as
well 18 the British Bombay line to Chioa, will
be cotstracted and brought into suceessful oper-
ation. Russia has great interests in China and
a vast commerce with China, The establish-
ment of this line of telegraphie commumeation
would be of incalculable advantage to Rassin.

That t would also be of great advantage to
us 18 mguestionable.

Hore For MEXiC0.

Mr, Seward, in his trivmphal mareh through
Mexice, has made some discoveries where many
who luve gone before him found ounly revolu-
tions nad robbers, pronunciamientos and pulque.
We kiew something before of the unbounded
naturd wealth of our sister republic, and we felt
a little acquainted with its people, the majority
of wham we supposed to have Indian blood in
their veins, and to be generally addicted to
idleness, bull-fights, beggary and beer—or
something  stronger.  Correspondents  have
often told  of the towering mountiin
chaing of Mexico, of its fertile valleys
rich vith tropical fruits and gorgeous with
tropicel flowers; stately halls and erumbling
Aztee ruins, hacienda life and its princely hos-
pitality, quaint old eathedrals and dicty ragged
worshipers, the plazas and the market places,
staging on the pampas, and mule riding over
the mountaing and throngh the barrancas—of
all these we lLad had  desceriptions, though
rarely bave they been so graphic and enter-
taining a8 those given by our correspondent.
1o the Seward party, however, belongs the
honor of discovering, in the very heart of this
land of civil wurs and earthquakes, charitalilo
inatitutions and schools worthy of high com-
mendation.

01l Spanish and young American civiliza-
tion are struggling for tho mastery in Mexico,

and the lines of batfle seem to be pitched in
Guadalajara, the capital of the State of Jalisco,
The former is represented by the bull-fight,
now prohibited 1 every other State of the
Republie; and the latter by its hospitals, * the
“ gqual of which canuot be fonnd on the Amer-
“jean continent,” its eighteen primary schools,
its high schools, and its school of arts. These
institutions are no more compatible than fire
and water, and no one can doubt which of
them is doomed. But the most wonderful
thing is, not that there should be schools in
Mexico, but that they should have taken such
deep oot in the short time that the country
has enjoyed peace, and almost before the
prople have had time to begin to retrieve
their broken fortunes.

When a State throws open its school-house
doors to all, irrespeetive of race or condition,
and teaches its children not only to read and
to write but low to earn a living by honest
toil, ns well as that economy insures thrift and
prosperity, and then sends them into the world
not penmless but each with a little capital
earned by himself, it has planted the geed that
should produce good citizens. There is hope
for Mexico.

In the case of Real, convicted of the murder
of Policeman Smedick, the Supreme Court re-
fuses a new trial, Justices Clerke and Barnard
agrecing, and Justice Cardozo dissenting, The
optnion of the majority reviews the whole case,
and disposes of the several points raised by the
defense, One point is of especial importance.
The Court says:

MoGill, n witness for the prisoner, was asked to state
whit the deceased had sald to Jim about the prisoner.
Tuis was professodly offered for the purpose of alwing,
with other facts, whether at the time of this occurrence
the prisoner was Justified by the oircimstances in appre-
lenditg danger from the officer, This presupposes that
the mere apprehonsion of danger Justities the killiog of
the person from whom it I8 approhended. I have no
Houbt thut suoh an apprehension gives rise to many of
thoss stroet shootings which ocenr so frequently in law-
less districts, T need seareely say the law Lis never sanc-
tioned any such econduet, but emphatically © "
and brands [t as murder fu tho first degree, * * * The
aw justifies homleido only when an actual attempt has
been maile to murder the person committing it, or to
commit any folony upon him, when, at the time of the
atternpt, there i3 ronsonable ground Lo apprebend o de-
slign to commit o felony, or to do some great parwnll
wgury, snd when there Is imninent daneer of the accom-
plishmwent of such design.  Lut apprebonsion of o
previous threat, followed by vo overt act, does not Jua-
tify homicide. * " e . — - ¢ E

The other points are chicfly technieal, and
it all of them the Court holds that the trial
must be sustained.

Juatice Cardozo believes that a new trial
should be granted, because eovidence showing
the ammosity of the deceased to the prisoner
wits exeluded ; that there might have been an
assault by Smedick upon Real at the time of
the murder: that the fact of oue of Real's wit-
nesses having been in the penitentizry unduly
prejudiced  the jmy against that witness's
testimony ; that the case was so prosentml to
the jury that they were bound to convict
either of murder or manslanghter in the fourth
Jegree, and that had they been at hiberty to
consider 1t manslanghter in the third degree
ihe result might have been different.  The
ruling of the Conrt, however, is final, unless
the case goes to the Conrt of Appeals, which
is not probuble, Real's life, therefore, is in the
hunds of Gov. Hoffman.

The Sun appends to Mr. Greeley's cand, cor-
recting a few of the misrepresentations in its
reporter’s acconnt of an interview with him on
the Richardson case, the following:

“The repest of the conversation with Mre. Gréeley was
trought to this office by Mr. Isaae G. Roed, jr., whose
wime wos signed to i, aad who stated at the tims that
Mr, Groeley wished liw to algn Lis natae to it whenever
Lie shiould pollish ™

We recur once more to this subject only to
aay that the representation above attributed
to this reporter is, if possible, more fulse than
lis other averments. We may add that Mr.
Beecher writes to ns contradicting  certain
statements abont him mude by the same
reporter. We liave stiudionsly refrained hith-
erto from notiving the monstrous calumnies eon-
cerning this sad case under which many news-
papers have staggered—the shameless inven-
tions, the gaibling of evidenee, the deliberate
libels ;—and we do not believe that we can again
be tempted from our resolution. Our readers
already know the truth; the judicial proceed-
ings will in due time revenl it to others,

Holiday presents are the order just now.
The Aldermen are sedulously searching for
sueh elerks and other city officinls as do not
eet over ten dollars a day for doing nothing
(exeept voting), and thrusting into their un-
willing hands little Christmas presents in this
form :

Oue Thonsand Dollars each to the Commissioners of
the Sinking Funid,

One Thousand Dollses each to the Presldents of the
Boards of Aldermen and Assislants.

These are only specimens. Not one-fifth of
these * donations” ever come to light. There
will be a hundred thousand dollars stolen from
the publie purse within the next three weeks
to be distributed among the favorites of the
City Hall magnates. The rope is long; the
slack is easy; but there will be an end to
it—and then!—well, we shall see.

Symptoms of Congressional absentecism are
already numerous and disconraging.  There
were votes, and importaut votes, taken in the
House last Friday, for instance, while sirty
members were out of their places, This is a
awindle which the public has a right to resent.
These gentlemen are paid, and  handsomely
paid, under a contract between themselves and
the people, to do a certain kind and amount
of work, and they are as much bound to at-
tend to that work as if they had been engaged
to dig potatoes at four-nud-sixpence a day.
This is rather a bold way of putting the mat-
ter; but if honorable members (by courtesy)
will not be honomble in fact, it 18 nocessary
that they should be reprimanded, and in theso
columns, at least, they shall be,

THE DRAMA
— ——
BOOTH'S THEATER.

Shukespeare's comedy of * The Moerry Wives
of Windaur ™ was prescnted ot Booth's Theater lnst even-
g It is well known for a bolsterous, rollicking work,
i which o great denl of sport 1s extencted out of an in-
dellcate suljoct,  ‘To present Falslaff * in love ™ was to
predent 4 conrso naturs in parsult of Its animal evjoy-
ments,  The spectucle 18 not pleasant,  Shakespeare,
however, conld treat no subject without givieg it duo
ombellishiment of sonse, thought, wit, charscter, senti-
tment, romance, and other expellent qualities; and his
“ Merry Wives of Windsor "—though done to order, ag
Hlunkespearean sobolars toll os—is pot wantiog in sterling
literary virtues, that almost make us forget Its
KE Tue characters of Shallow and  Slender,
for example, are among the most completely
drawn  and  eolored of the Lumorous personages
i Shakesponre; Falslaf's own wit Is seen to amble
very nimbly, in such tncidental discourse as Lis utters on
his amatory wisfortunes; and the invention exerclsod
throughont e ploco is delightfully sharp aod bright—
shiowingdiow much ean be wrought by genfus, ont of the
simplest expodients, But perhaps ithe hrightost quality
of the 1y in the delicious § ul atmosphere in
which its story s wrapt,  Old Enelish elvilization seldom
Appeats 8o shieory and Lospitably substantial ss in the
pieture of Windsor town, and e thereln, that Suakes-

i

peare suggesta, in telling the story of Falstaff in
Englaud’s Virgin Quesn is sald te have greatly
“The Merry Wives,” when she saw It scled at
Castle, in the faroff time. And yet it must have
very clumsily done; for, apart from the fact that
tho very rudest of stage appliances were then avallables,
the cloracters in the play bhad not been ap-
prebonded  and - brought out into that graphie
distiuetion with which ripe study hos, in latter years,
endowed them. How much—bow very much—time has
done for the stage and for acting was again indicated in
the representation of thls Suakespearesn comedy st
Booth's Theater last evening.  Elaborate and sumptuous
seenle embellishment 18 costomury at this theater, as
every ong knows, nod it becomes, therefore, suporfluons
to say that * The Merry Wives of Windsor" was well ap-
pointed in sl respects, In most rospects, we are able
truthfully to wdd, it was well acted. And a good audi-
ence, ln point of numbers, expressed its appreciation of
the care and toll and talent bestowed upon the per-
fornmnee. A great deal of these went to the effect pro-
dueed. Mr, Hackott's Falstaff aroused abonaant langhter
—(ue not less to the comediun’s faithful and eflective ex-
pression of the rich humor of the character than to the
Lmiierons situations into which the fat knight 18 entrapped
by the merry and wily wives. Ford aud Page were most
efeiently played—the one with all neodful impetn-
osuess, the otber with all pesdfol moderation, by
Mr. Hawilton and Mr. Sueridan. Mrs, Ford and
Mry.  Puge, represented by Miss  Fauny Morant
and Mrs, Winter, mernily made and merrily earried
forward the plot agalust 8ir John, BMr. Waller gave m
capltal portrait of swaggering Pistol. Ir. Norris showed
eareful, lutelligent study as Slender, comblued with an
apt perception of the essence of the character—which is
a wort of lamb-like docility aud stupid concelt—and much
more self-command, ns woll as coutrol of the resources of
art, than we bave vet seen him maulfest u the mothod
of working out bis ideal, Thess character-parts afford
the best of tests for young players—taking thom necos-
sarily out of their own Individuality, and allowing them
to sink thelr mannerissms and their crudity. The younger
members of Mr. Booth's eompauy often show defects, but
they have the great virtue of devoted earpestuess—and
this, In & sclivol of soting, 18 both an essentlal motive and
o crowning excellenco,~* The Merry Wives of Windsor®™
will bo played every evening at Booth's Theater until
further notice, Mr. Hackett's esgagement will extend
to Chiristioas night.
FIFI'H AVENUE THEATER.

In the conduct of affuirs at the Fifth Avenne
Thoeater, Mr. Daly has reverted to an old-time practice.
He chunges the bill almost every might, and sets uil idea
of long “runs” out of the question. This 13 n good
poliey, to o manager who is alone in It, exeept—as we
bave alrcady intimated—when applied to Shakespeare.
The works of that great poet are not to be successfully
tossed with o pitchfork, upon any stage. With lighter
pluys, tius Prince Rupert spirit of eutorprise can deal
suocessfully; and many such pleces have beon ueatly
and brightly done at the Fifth Avenus Theater. Mr.
Daly bas as pretty astage as any in the land; a stoge
mannger—Mr, Harkina—who is among the hardest work-
ers in that hard-working craft; and a talented compnoy.
And we are glnd to notice that this elegant little house
15 steadily and surely growing in the favor of the culti-
viuted closses of this community, Its clalins were
further made manifest, last night, by o spirited repre-
sentation, which was given there,of “ Don Cmsar de
Bazan.” The play requires no present description, and
it certainly wspires no particalar line of reflection, Very
extraordinary acting Is neoded, lu this plece, to make the
drama stimulative of very careful thought. No such
acting llustrated the play, last night, at the Fifth-
ave. Theater, but several clever people united in giving
brisk luwerpretation to a dashing comedy, aud so wronght
out an agreeable and commenduble result. The cast of
parts was judiclously made. Mrs, Chanfrau was to have
acted Maritana, but {lluess preveuted her from appears,
mg, and  the part was  gracefolly by
Miss Agnes Ethel. The Don Oasar was Mr.
E. L. Davenport—wbtse real ereatness la fo tragedy and
not in comedy, but who, nevertheless, hamlles comoldy
character with the power and the grace of i true and
ripe artist.  Mr. Davenport's Don Casar is manly, soldier
like, dashing, aud wellfavored with huwor, and it
aroused frequent bursts of langhter and applanse, Tn
the semifarce parta of the Marqguis and Counless de
Rotundo, Mr. Davidge and Mrs, Gilbert wade a great
deal of sport. Upon the miscellaneous acting there ls
wo call to linger. The house was about hall filled. *Doa
Cresur” agaln to-night—when it will work and act more
smoothly, and when, we trost, the attendance will be
larger.

i
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POLITICAL,
- —— —
GEORGIA.
A REPLY TO CONGRESSMAN TIFI—GEN., TERRY
DENOUNCED.
|BY TRLEGKAPH TO THE TRIDUNE]

Atranta, Ga, Dee. 13.—Gen. Morgan, a
leading Demoeratic member of the Georgia Legislature,
Lias published a rejolnder to Congressman Tift's letter, In
which he says:

* Nelthor the Senate or ITouse infended to snbmit the
question of the eligibility of colored members to seats in
the Legiststure to the Sopreme Court,  The present
Leglstature never will reseat negroes, nor will it pass the
Fifteenth Awmendment, These are seltled fael . Fop
mysell, 1 have been a soliulsstonist as long as 1intend to
be, nnd bave gone as far as [intemd fo g to gratify the
unhallowed wil! and dompeeriug spirit of & corrupt
Congross."

The Democratic papers quote the above ns a manly sen-
timent, and baving the ring of true wetal.  Gen. Morgan
oconples tho scat of an expelled negro mwomber. The
Ku-Kinx press denounce Gen. Teery us an lnfamons liar,
and advocete making the State tov Lot te buld the fricuds
of the Administration,

An attempt was wade to assussinate the Ion 8. A
Darnell and the Hoo, Peter O. Neill, Bepablican mewbers
of the Leglslature, at Milledgeville a few days siuco.

i —

TEXAS.
THE VOTE FOI GOVERNOR SAID TO BE DOURBT-
FUL.

New Orurans, Dee. 13.—A specinl dispateh
trom Houston, Texus, says: Returus from elghly seven
ecounties have been received. Hamilion's wojority 1o
forty-five countics is 8,070;  Davis's majority in furty-two
countios 812,922, Thero are forty counties to be heard
from, in which the registered white vute 14 16,454 ind the
registered colored vote 9,23, The Leglsluture, as far as
heard from, stands: Benate—Conservative, 18 House—
Conservative, 41. Benate—Repnblican, 1% Hotse—Repub-
loan, 31. Tho vote for Governor is still douhiful, but,
with that exeeption, the eut!re Republican ticket Is eleet-
ed, Homilton's friends claim his election by two thea-
sand. Armstrong snd Conpers (Consesvalive) wre be-
lleved to have been elected to Congress,

- —
KENTUCKY.
THE FLECTION FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR.

LovisvitLg, Ky, Dec. 18.=The clection for
1. 8 Senator will take place at Frankfor? -worrow, 1§
{8 teported that Mr, MeCroery, the present lucumbent,
will surely be reburted.

e ———
MASSACHUSETTS.
CHARTER ELECTIONS.

Bostos, Dee. 13.—The following is the vote
of Boston to-tdsy for Mayor: Shurtiefl, 11,993 Haldwin
(Deus), 4,197 Chase (Labor Reform), 197 Johuson (Tem-
perance), 512 Mujority for Ehiartlefl, 6,587. The City
Counetl will be largely Repubilean,

Edwin Walden, Citlzens' cundidate, was electod Mayor
of Lynn to-day.

Willlntn H. Kent, the Antl-Annexation-1o-Boston candl-
date, was elected Mayor of Chiarlestown to-day by o few
hundred majority, Robert Couch (Rep) was clovted
Mayor of Nowburyport. Mayor Bluke (Rep) was e
elected Mayorof Worcester by a lurge wajoriiy.

o
LOCAL POLITICS,

The German Independent Cen tral Organiza-
tion lust evenlng resolved to contest the clection of the
l_'|{|1 Juatice of the IVth Distrlet, sl a velleetion was
taken up o defrny expenses,

The 1st Assembly District Republican Organi-
zation ot thelr weeting last evening, recelved the treas-
urer’s report, and d a vote of thauks to the officers
for thoeir seryioes during the pest year.

The Union Republican General Committee
met lnst evening to close up the busliess ofitho curreat

i ¥ mmittes was pe-
year. The reporh of the R rsainder of the proccedings
were entirely of a routine oharacier.

The XV Ith Assembly District Union Republi-
can Assoclatian (Twenty-second-st.) met last evening ab
Demilt Hall, Me, John Falooner in the chair, :mw

n t oo
%mmnguzoﬁnt::rﬂ%:ulﬁw%%h& (?rnn&l Com-
wittees have appointed n Joint Commities of tweive to
sooure the unjon of the several organizations, ull are
to bo eurolled in one body in each district,

The XIIth Assembly District Republi-
cans met, last ovening, corner Eighteenth-st. and Eighth-
ave., Major J. H. Meek in the chair, Mr. C. H. Heyser
acting us Socretary. The Exeontive Committes reported
the financisl copitition of the Orzanization as satisfae-
tory, sud a surpias in the hands of the Treasurer, A comi-
milttee was nppointed to inguire into the change can-
vassers on election day. Arrangementa wers also nusde
for the reduroliment i ths Distriot, which wil tuke vlace

ot Thursday aud Friday evealogs.



